
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
 A Disciple’s Path  

Fall Small Group Study:  Week 1 
 
 

Discipleship in the Way of Grace  
 

Scripture passage:  Read aloud Mark 12:28-34 and Luke 10: 25-28 

These passages highlight that we are to love God and love others.  Jesus said, “There 

is no commandment greater than these.”  And “Do this and you will live.”  That’s why 

we are here:  to learn to live more abundantly through following the way of Jesus 

Christ.    

       

Discussion Questions: 

1. In your own words, how would you define being a disciple of Jesus?  What 

are the beliefs that you would name as essential for a disciple? 

2. Is belief in Jesus enough to be considered a disciple?   

3. Discipleship is a lifelong experience.  God’s loving grace is drawing us into 

relationship every moment of our existence with opportunities to respond to 

His invitation to a growing relationship.  What is your definition of grace? 

4. John Wesley described God’s grace at work in our lives in three stages.  

Define and discuss if or how each has impacted you. 

 Prevenient Grace 

  Justifying Grace:   

 Sanctifying Grace 

5.    At this time how would you characterize your relationship with Jesus? 

 With God?  With the Church?   

 Consider:  Stranger, Acquaintance, Friend, Good Friend, Intimate Friend  

6.   How has your relationship with God, Christ, and the Church changed over  

       time? 

 

Moving Forward:  

As United Methodists, we affirm the time-tested practices of discipleship 

when we commit our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  In the 

weeks ahead, we’ll look more closely at those practices as we journey along 

the way of grace that leads to a life that is centered in Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 



Closing Prayer:  

Gracious and loving God, our journey of discovery has begun.  We are grateful 

for your presence among and within us as we have shared and learned from 

one another.  Please be with each of us as we move through the coming week 

until we come together again to deepen our understanding of the 

discipleship path and how to travel it together.  Amen 

 

Prepare:  

Read Chapter 2:  The Path of Biblical Prayer:  Prayer and Scripture 

Meditation. 

   Practice ACTS prayer and be ready to share your experience. 


